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selected by the party organisation. Without parties Chapter
there would clearly be no possibility of effective co-    ___"
hesion or the working of the machinery of legislation
or government, and in the national interest there is
always pressing need that parties shall not be too
many or degenerate into groups. Such a state of affairs
deprives the State of directing energy and force. It
leads to temporary arrangements between groups for
limited purposes, and dissipates the energy which
should be exhibited by Government. These considera-
tions are fully realised in theory in the Dominions; in
practice they are subject to difficulties of exercise which
are only in part overcome.
From the United Kingdom the parties of Canada
borrowed their names, but "little else. But it is im-
possible to exaggerate the importance in the history of
the Dominion of the tendency given by English practice
to consolidate members of the legislature into effective
sections. The vast distances, the racial, religious, and
linguistic differences among Canadians might easily
otherwise have resulted in the presence in Parliament
of a mass of groups with warring plans. The early days
of the united province of Canada, from 1841, were
marked by the difficulty of carrying on responsible
government with a mass of groups, the advanced
reformers of Upper Canada, the still more advanced
French Liberals of Lower Canada, the extreme Con-
servatives of Upper Canada, and the more moderate
reformers of Lower Canada, whose true character was
Conservative and who by 1856 had formed effective
connections with the Upper Canadian Conservatives,
now reconciled to realise that to be French was not to
be a rebel or Republican. The creation of the Dominion